Economics is the Lingua Franca of business. This is a course in applied macroeconomics.
Since an important goal of this course is for students to become informed and sophisticated consumers of economic news, the issues discussed in this course draw heavily from current events and real-world examples.
Course Objectives
To acquire a solid theoretical and applied understanding of the macroeconomy and its relationship to financial markets and the economic environment in which firms operate. To develop a critical and sophisticated view of economic policy questions.
Teaching Assistant
Cyrus Aghamolla (CAghamolla18@gsb.columbia.edu)
Course Materials
Textbook: Macroeconomics, 8 th Edition, by Andrew Abel, Ben Bernanke, and Dean Croushore (Pearson, 2013) .
Handouts: Various handouts will be distributed throughout the semester to supplement the material covered in the book. These include class notes, supplemental readings, and newspaper articles.
In addition, you are encouraged to read the economics pages of at least one of the following publications on a regular basis: The Economist, The Wall Street Journal, The Financial Times, The New York Times
Course Requirements and Grading

Lectures
There will be 9 classes. See the tentative class outline below.
Review Session
Time and location: See Canvas calendar; tentatively planned for Thursday, April 14, [7] [8] pm I will hold a review session just before the final exam, which will constitute an overall review of the material covered in the course and answer any and all questions relating to the course material.
Cases (Type A Assignment)
Two cases will be discussed during the semester. Case assignments will consist of reports or questions to be written up and handed in as well as questions to be prepared for general class discussion. These will be done in groups of up to six students. Only one write-up per group needs to be turned in via Canvas. Late cases will not be accepted. All group members should be prepared to discuss the answers in class.
Problem sets (Type B Assignment)
With the goal of providing you with a better understanding and a greater appreciation of the concepts and tools covered in this course, I will assign two problem sets. These will constitute a useful preparation for the exam. You should turn them in via Canvas by the beginning of our class on the date indicated and answers will be posted on Canvas soon after. You may consult with your classmates for these problem sets, but each student should hand in his or her own independently written answers (assignment type B) . No answers to problem sets should be exchanged physically or electronically. Late problem sets will not be accepted.
Exams
There will be a final examination. The final exam will take place on Friday, April 22, 2016, from 8:30am-11:30am (check Canvas for rooms). This exam will be closed book, however two doublesided (8 ½"-11") "cheat-sheets" will be allowed. These may contain any notes you choose to write on them. Final exams will not be returned, but will be available for reviewing after the end of the semester. 
